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MINUTES OF THE FIFTH MEETING OF 


THE LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Present: 


FEBRUARY 3, 1984 


Michel Pelletier, Canadian Government Publishing Centre (CGPC) 
Madeleine Ricard, Canadian Government Publishing Centre (CGPC) 
Georgia Ellis, Statistics Canada 

Ruth Lawless, National Library 

Catherine Kollar, Canadian Library Association (CLA) 

June Dutka, Canadian Library Association (CLA) 


André Chénier, Association pour 1'avancement des sciences et des 
techniques de la documentation (ASTED) 


Jean Walther-Wittenheim, Association pour 1'avancement des sciences 
et des techniques de la documentation (ASTED) 


Geoffrey Briags, observer, Canadian Association of Research 
Libraries (CARL) 


Mora MacLean, observer, Canadian Government Publishing Centre (CGPC) 


Ralph Smith, observer, Canadian Government Publishing Centre (CGPC) 


1. Approval of Minutes of Meeting of June 10, 1983 


The minutes of the June 10, 1983 meeting were read and approved. 


2. Old Business (From June 10, 1983) 


J. Dutka and A. Chénier inquired about the Publishing Centre's intention 
to set up a booth at the next Annual CLA Conference in Toronto next June 
and at the ASTED Conference in Ottawa next November 1984. 


M. Pelletier advised that again this year budgetary restraints will not 
permit:CGPC to have a booth at these conferences, but a representative 

will be sent with some promotion material. Members will be informed of 
who will be going. 


M. Pelletier further explained that the Publishing Centre has a budget 
for so many fairs. In Quebec, there are eight "Salons du Livre" and the 
Publishing Centre participates reaqularly in the "Salon du Livre de 
1'Outaouais", the "Salon international du Livre de Québec", the "Salon 
du Livre de Montréal" and in one of the remaining Salons each year. 


A. Chénier inquired about the Publishing Centre's new ON LINE system. 

M. Pelletier reported that it is working very well considering the short 
time it has been in use. Although improvements are still needed, we 
already find that the time to process the checklists has been areatly 
reduced. 


_ Promotion of Weekly Checklist (as a priced subscription 
* to school boards 


M. Pelletier informed the Committee that the marketina officers will be 
preparing a direct mail flyer to promote the Weekly Checklist as a priced 
subscription item. He added that members of the Committee will hear from 
the Publishing Centre about the specific markets to be reached. 


Retention Guidelines (fr. 2d) 


J. Dutka submitted a draft outline of the "Retention Guidelines for 
Canadian Depository Publications". She pointed out that some libraries 

can accept these guidelines regarding retention policies; but others cannot 
because they are specialized libraries. Some people will not find this 
statement binding, but others will. How binding do we want this to be? 

In principle, the guidelines would be acceptable. Should all these 
guidelines be followed? Would it be official? These are auestions to be 
dealt with by the Publishina Centre. ; 


The draft outline was read and commented upon by the members of the 
Committee and a few of the terms used were clarified. C. Kollar 
remarked that she had compared these guidelines with the U.S.G.P.0.'s 
guidelines and found them very similar. J. Dutka said that she has 
been looking at the old statement and using U.S.G.P.0.'s material in 
drafting these guidelines. 


J. Dutka added that, because we are not "in the field", we should not 
discuss this document in detail, but that it should be approved in 
principle and forwarded to other groups. 


M. Pelletier agreed that this should not stop here. We should check the 
recommendation made at the CLA Conference in Winnipeg last June 1983. 
The CLA's Access to Government Information Co-ordinating Group would 

be the appropriate body to approve and report back to the Library 
Advisory Committee. 


J. Dutka mentioned that the CLA Co-ordinating Group was set up to 
replace the Government Publications Committee which is no longer in 
existence. 


R. Smith said that the final policy should mention the input to fend 
off criticism. Everyone agreed. C. Kollar felt that the fact that 

the draft mentions permission to allow microform to replace publications 
is important. 


G. Briags noted that when all have had their input, it will still be 
the function of the Publishing Centre to fix the groundwork. It was 
agreed: the groundwork and input now from the field, then the decisions. 


At this point, J. Dutka announced that this is her last meeting with 
the Library Advisory Committee. She feels that she has done her part 
now and she wants to resign from this Committee. She will recommend 

- someone else from CLA to carry on. She would like the action to be 
Started now so that we do not wait or postpone again while a new person 
is broken in. M. Pelletier asked for suggestions about a successor and 
she suggested either Jan Kaufman or Paul Neilson. 


G. Ellis suggested that someone from the new Co-ordinating Group replace 
J. Dutka on this Committee. G. Briggs objected, saying that the CLA 
Co-ordinating Group is not representing French Canada, it represents 
only Enalish Canada. J. Dutka added that the Group in CLA should liaise 
with ASTED. A. Chénier and J. Dutka moved that the Co-ordinating 

Group contact ASTED. 


J. Dutka wants a motion from the Library Advisory Committee to place 
the responsibility on the CLA Co-ordinating Group (Hazel Fry) to get 
input from the field. The written motion was tabled: 


Be it resolved 


that the "retention guidelines for Canadian depository 
publications" be referred to the Access to Government 
Information Group 


that the Co-ordinating Group undertake further study 
of these "guidelines" 


that in addition, these "quidelines" be disseminated to 
librarians in full and selective depository libraries for 
comments, and 


that the Co-ordinating Group report on its findings 
regarding the "quidelines" to the next meeting of the 
Library Advisory Committee 


G. Ellis pointed out that CLA is not the only body. There are other 
groups like ASTED, CARL, CREPUO, SLA and the Council of Federal 
Libraries (Mike Schryer of the Federal Libraries Liaison Office). 


A motion was proposed and accepted on the modification of point 3 
which was read out by M. Pelletier: 


3. "that, in addition, these "auidelines" be disseminated 
to librarians in full and selective depository libraries 
and to ASTED, CARL, CREPUQ, CFL, SLA and other relevant 
groups for comments" 


A. Chénier asked if a deadline for a preliminary report from the 
Co-ordinating Group should be decided upon. 


M. Pelletier suggested the end of August. The Co-ordinating Group 
could submit a preliminary report by the end of August if the 
document can be forwarded to them during the next month. 


A. Chénier reminded the Committee that the document will have to 
be translated before it is sent to interested group. 


Someone mentioned that when we approach Hazel Fry, we have to do 
it in writing. Her address is: 


University of Calgary Library 

Environment, Science and Technology Library 
2500 University Drive, N.W. 

Calgary, Alberta 

T2N 1N4 Tel: (403) 284-6628 


M. Pelletier thanked J. Dutka for the groundwork she has done 
on the draft and said that it is a very important step. 


Status Report on Catalogue Cumulation for 1978-79 (fr. 29) 


In answer to an inquiry from C. Kollar, !. MacLean reported that a 
long illness of one of their employees had left them seriously 

behind in their work. Even the last Quarterly was very late and 

the Annual Index remains to be done. Some work can likely be done on 
the cumulation by the end of the fiscal year, but it does not seem 
useful to issue one volume of the cumulation without the other. 

It is planned to have an English volume, a French volume and an 

Index volume. 


3. New Business 


Amendments for loose-leaf publications sent with depository shipments 


C. Kollar reported that in some cases there is no identification on 
the loose-leaf updates that are added to the depository packages. 

As they do not appear in the Checklist, it is very difficult to 
identify the original titles. There is noting to tell the person 

who is adding the amendments to the publication with what publications 
they should be matched. She produced a few sample pages. 


C. Kollar also wanted to know where to claim items that are not 
received with deposit shipments. Should Statistics Canada publications 
be claimed from the Publishing Centre or from Statistics Canada? 


R. Smith explained that claims for anything ordered through the 
Depository Program should come to the Publishing Centre for 
approval. The publications are priced and the money comes from 
Vote 5. The Publishing Centre has the responsibility for Vote 5. 
The Publishing Centre must know what is being sent to the deposi- 
tories. If the claims are sent directly to Statistics Canada, they 
will be sent back to CGPC for approva!. 


J. Walther asked if such important publications as Royal Commission 
reports could appear sooner in the Checklist after their release. 
These reports are publicized, specially on television, sometime 
long before depositories can get copies. 


J. Dutka added that the bookstores had important publications 
long before the depositories, and depositories were sometimes 
obliged to buy them to get copies for their clients on time. 


Someone asked if the Publishing Centre could speed up the depository 
copies in some way. In Winnipeg, it takes three weeks to get the 
publications by express and it takes four weeks by mail. M. Pelletier 
_ Said that this concern will be tabled. 


June Dutka made some representations for Paul Neilson, Co-Chairman 

of the Government Information Committee, Manitoba Library Association. 
At the first meetina of this Committee on November 17, 1983, the 
Federal depository system was discussed. 


The following is an extract (Part 4) of the Minutes of this first 
meetina: 


A. "Depository Libraries experience sianificant delays in receivina 
much in demand special government reports from Task Forces, Royal 
Commissions, Commissions of Inquiry, Review Committees, etc. 
Selective depository libraries are especially handicapped because 
they must first wait for the pink list to arrive before making 
a selection, and then wait up to six weeks more for delivery. 
Representations should be made to the Task Force on Service to 
the Public, National Library of Canada and the Government 
Publishing Centre to expedite the cataloguing and delivery of 
government publications of such national significance”. 


"Two improvement suggestions": 


1. Mail such publications automatically to all depository 
libraries (whether selective or full) at the same time 
that they are released to the news media. The Government 
of Quebec already does this for its depository libraries. 


Provide cataloguing-in-publication for these publications 
through the National Library of Canada CIP Program. 


"Since most of these publications are eventually selected by 
all depository libraries anyway and since the National Library 
of Canada eventually catalogues them, little added expense 
would be incurred by aivina these publications a new priority. 
In fact, handling and processing of requests at the Publishing 
Centre would be reduced". 


ry 


B. "U.S. Government Publication Exchange Cutbacks"(Part 5 of Minutes) 


The U.S. government has announced that all Canadian libraries 
will receive U.S. government publications free only to the 
extent that they offer equivalent exchange value publications 
to U.S. government libraries and agencies. This new tit-for- 
tat system does not take into account the publications received 
by the 30 U.S. University libraries who have selective 
depository privileges granted by the Canadian government. 


The support of the Canadian Government Publishina Centre, the 
Department of External Affairs and the American Library 
Association will be sought in influencina the U.S. Conaress 
Joint Committee on Printing to grant selected depository 
status to interested Canadian University libraries on the 
same basis as the Canadian government grants status. 


Foreign Depository Libraries 


An article in Canadian Issues on this subject. Influence.is sought 
to get help in pushino the U.S. Committee to grant reciprocal 
depository status to Canadian libraries. 


G. Ellis will take this concern back to Statistics Canada, but she 
thinks that it will be the concern of the Interdepartmental Committee. 


June Dutka submitted a note from Jan Kauffman on the Depository Access 
to Federal Automated Data Bases (U.S.) to be discussed by LAC - the 
Canadian situation. The note was tabled. , 


Canadian Exchange Book Centre 


Canadian Exchange Book Centre will no longer accept publications except 
from federal government libraries. Should the Publishing Centre be 

doing anything about exchange of documents? The question is if libraries 
cannot send their deposits to CBEC, what are they to do with them? Send 
them to Federal libraries or others?... Should CGPC add its voice to 
those trying to re-activate CBEC? 


R. Smith -- May I make a comment on this? Could we advertise this 
Situation? Should it appear in Feliciter or... Should CGPC be 
concerned with this situation? It is difficult for these libraries. 
M. Pelletier said that he will look into this. 


Manual of Instructions to Depository Libraries 


J. Dutka has prepared a Manual of Instructions to Depository Libraries 
whick she is leaving with the Committee to be completed. She read the 
introduction and the document was tabled. 


On behalf of the Committee, M. Pelletier thanked June Dutka for her 
work with the group. He said that much progress has been made because 
of her contribution. Everybody joined in to express their appreciation 
to June. 


June replied that she has found it very interesting working with the 
LAC group. She added that she will not be very far, and if we need 
help in any way, we know where she can be reached but, officially, 
she cannot sit on this Committee any lonaer. 


Publications not appearing on the Weekly Checklist 


C. Kollar inquired about publications not appearing on the Checklist. 
_ Not all publications are on the Checklist. 


M. MacLean reported that CGPC has a study group on the availability 
of free publications. We had a meeting, and the matter has been 


_~ taken to the Management Committee. We have a responsability to the 


depositories and we are trying to get permission to prepare written 
information for the departments about this. 


M. Pelletier gave the month of November 1984 as a tentative date for 
the next meeting. 


Everybody thanked Geoffrey Brigas (CARL) for replacina N. Brearly 
who iS now on sabbatical leave. Mr. Briggs mentioned that he has 
sat on the Library Advisory Committee before. 


The meeting ajourned at 12:30 p.m. 


Michel Pelletier 
Chairman 
Library Advisory Committee 
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